In the title compound, C 11 H 11 FN 2 O, the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two rings is 1.30 (4) . In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into chains along the b axis.
Related literature
For related compounds containing a 2-(1H-imidazol-1-yl)-1phenylethanol fragment, see: Porretta et al. (1993) . For related structures, see: Tao et al. (2007) ; Liu et al. (2011) . For standard bond lengths, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (North et al., 1968) T min = 0.970, T max = 0.990 1992 measured reflections 1024 independent reflections 876 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.029 3 standard reflections every 200 reflections intensity decay: 1% Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.041 wR(F 2 ) = 0.124 S = 1.00 1024 reflections 139 parameters 1 restraint H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.13 e Å À3 Á min = À0.18 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (4) 1.90 (4) 2.762 (4) 171 (5) Symmetry code: (i) Àx; y À 1 2 ; Àz.
Data collection: CAD-4 EXPRESS (Enraf-Nonius, 1994); cell refinement: CAD-4 EXPRESS; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008).
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Comment
The title compound, C 11 H 11 ON 2 F, is the key intermediate in the synthesis of a new kind of antifungal drug (Porretta et al., 1993) . As a part of our ongoing studies (Tao et al., 2007; Liu et al., 2011) , the crystal structure determination of the title compound has been carried out in order to elucidate its molecular conformation. The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . Bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges. The dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two rings is 1.30 (4)°. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ) link the molecules in chains along the b axis.
Experimental
A mixture of 1-(4-fluorophenyl)-2-(1H-imidazol-1-yl)ethanone (2.04 g, 10 mol), sodium borohydride (0.756 g, 20 mmol) and 30 ml dry ethanol was refluxed for 3 h. After solvent evaporation, the mixture was neutralized with dilute hydrochloric acid and then refluxed for 30 min. After the mixture was cooled, the solution was alkalinized with sodium hydroxide, the precipitate was collected, recrystallized with ethanol, and a yellow deposit was obtain (m.p. 410-412 K). Crystals suitable for a X-ray analysis were obtained by dissolving the crude product (1.0 g) in ethanol (30 ml) and then allowing the solution to evaporate slowly at room temperature for about 7 d.
Refinement
The H atom of the hydroxy group was located in a difference Fourier map and was freely refined with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O).
The other H atoms were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic), 0.97 Å (methylene), and 0.98 Å (methine) and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The absolute structure parameter is meaningless because the compound is a weak anomalous scatterer (Z < Si, MoKα). The Friedel-pair data were merged and the absolute structure parameter was removed from the CIF. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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